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happiness. Evil can be warded off and good can be obtained only by following the directions of science ; prayer is useless, experience proving that it receives no answer; dependence on providence is a delusion, as we are under the dominion of general laws, and special providence there is none.
This is the substance of an argument which in Mr Holyoake's hands assumes many forms, and which all secularists often employ. There is nothing true in it, however, to which the theist cannot cordially assent. He believes that every law discovered by science is a law of God to which man is bound to pay due respect The whole of science is more sacred to him than it can possibly be to the secularist, for, in addition to having the sacred-ness of truth, it has the sacredness of being a manifestation of God's character and will. Unless a very unintelligent and inconsistent man, indeed, he must feel more deeply than the secularist that every truth of science is entitled to his reverence, and to such obedience as he can give to it He can make no exclusions, exceptions, or reservations, but must accept science In all its length and breadth, so far as his powers and opportunities extend. Secularism has no peculiar, and still less any exclusive, right to science. Theism has at least an equal claim to it, and to whatever good can be derived from it
All that properly belongs to secularism is the